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Edi tor: Sa hib Mus taqim Ble her

Gen eral Elec tion Issues
Com mon Sense has been ab sent for a while: not just as the pub li ca -
tion of the Is lamic Party of Brit ain, but also in the real world. The
large-scale burn ing of car casses of both healthy and dis eased an i -
mals must be a clear sign to fu ture his to ri ans that we have fi nally
lost our bal ance com pletely. Would you kill all of your fam ily be -
cause grandpa had the flue and might die from it? Foot and Mouth
dis ease is an en tirely cur able in fec tion, and it tends to af flict mainly
weak an i mals.

De stroying all live stock does
not elim i nate the causes, how -
ever. One large con trib ut ing fac -
tor has been in ten sive farm ing
meth ods re sult ing in de pleted
soil, un nat u ral feed ing prac tices
(which also gave us BSE) and
over-bred an i mals with low re sis -
tance. As the whole sale re place -
ment of live stock will push small
farm ers out of busi ness and fa -
vour large cor po ra tions, the prob -
lem will have been made worse
rather than better.

For our sin gle-minded pol i ti -
cians (punch ing Prescott co mes to 
mind) such mat ters do not give
them sleep less nights, and all eyes 
now turn to the forth com ing elec -
tion. Even though com mon sense
was sud denly re-invented by the
Con ser va tive Party, there is lit tle
sense in the man i fes tos of any of
the contesters. No amount of
bick er ing over who should pay
how much tax on what will dis -
guise the fact the Brit ons have
been, and will be, ripped off no
mat ter who oc cu pies 10 Downing
Street. The in ter est on the ac cu -
mu lated na tional debt alone
amounts to an an nual 40 bil lion

pound. This is money taken from
ev ery body’s hard work and given
to the banks in ad di tion to the fees
they charge their cus tom ers. It is
money given to them for hav ing
cre ated, by gov ern ment per mis -
sion, the money sup ply of the
coun try: out of thin air, backed by
noth ing but the coun try’s ca pa bil -
ity to pro duce wealth. If the gov -
ern ment cre ated its own money
with out an in ter est charge at -
tached (as it does on a very small
scale in the form of what is known 
as the M0 ag gre gate), we could be 
saved these hor ren dous pen alty
pay ments, and the coun try would
pros per. How ever, no gov ern -
ment will try, for they know they
would be sacked: not by the Brit -
ish peo ple, but by their mas ters,
the banks.

This is why the To ries prob a -
bly won’t win the next elec tion,
even though ev ery body is dis il lu -
sioned with New La bour (an old
story now). The banks want Eu ro -
pean-wide con trol, and Brit ish
au ton omy as ad vo cated by some
“Keep-the-Pound”-To ries does
not suit the equa tion. Polling day
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will prob a bly see some re dis tri bu -
tion be tween La bour and Lib erals.
The print and broad cast me dia,
paid by the same fi nan cial in sti tu -
tions, will see to that. And whilst
the BBC is meant to be in de pend -
ent (paid for by the licence fees of
peo ple who don’t even watch its
programmes or sim ply want to
play their own video tapes on their
own video ma chine – talk about
ex tor tion), you will be hard
pressed to find a gen u ine dis cus -
sion of our mon e tary sys tem on
any of its programmes. Who cre -
ates our money and why? is the big
ta boo ques tion of our age. Money
is power, and Rip-off Brit ain must
con tinue un dis turbed.

We thought, there fore, it was
time for an other is sue of Com mon
Sense, even though we now pre fer
to use our  web si te
(www.islamicparty.com) for the
dis sem i na tion of in for ma tion. It
al lows for a quicker re sponse to
events and cre ates less over heads
than a print copy, al though we
know there are “Luddites” in our
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General Election

ranks who do not want to em brace
the new me dium. This is sue is in -
tended to raise some of the is sues
par lia men tary can di dates should
be con fronted with when com ing
to rake in our votes.

Other or gani sa tions have pub -
lished ma te rial for the elec tion.
Some, like the Mus lim Coun cil of
Brit ain’s “Electing to Lis ten” doc -
u ment, stick safely with ed u ca tion 
and health (and the weather?).
Oth ers have tried the root of ap -
pease ment, rub bing shoul ders
with those in of fice. At a re cent
(gov ern ment-sponsored) award
din ner or gan ised by The Mus lim
News, those pres ent were flat tered 
that the prime min is ter hon oured
them with his pres ence and grand
smile and in ti mated to them that
he had read from a chap ter called
“The Cat tle” in the Qur’an. How -
ever con ve nient a ref er ence at the
time of the Foot and Mouth cri sis
this might have been, it also
showed that he had a lot more
read ing to do: see ing that The Cat -
tle is only the sec ond chap ter of
the Qur’an. More ma ture Mus lims 
should judge pol i ti cians by what
they do, not by what they claim to
read.

We have held busy ne go ti a -
tions with a num ber of con stit u en -
cies with re gard to putt ing up Is -
lamic Party can di dates dur ing this
elec tion. In the end we de cided not 
to. The po lit i cal land scape has
changed as far as Mus lims are
con cerned: there is now a de sire to 
chal lenge the sit ting MPs who
have for too long taken the Mus -
lim vote for granted. How ever,
there is still not enough con fi -
dence within the com mu ni ties to
tackle an elec tion cam paign, and
for the time be ing po lit i cal en ergy
should prob a bly best be chan -
nelled into in di vid ual cam paigns,
for ex am ple, the boy cott of Marks
and Spencer due to the com pany’s
overt sup port for Zi on ism, to men -
tion a par tic u lar laud able cause.
Come the next elec tion in four
years’ time (when things can

“only get better” be cause the gov -
ern ment of the day – no mat ter
what per sua sion – will have made
them worse), and maybe the time
will have come to take the Is lamic
al ter na tive to the streets.

The Tax De ba cle: MPs and
their ge nius for ineptitude

With a few no ta ble ex cep tions, Tony Ben, Brian Gould, Aus tin
Mitch ell, Da vid Chater, Sir Rich ard Body, and one or two more,
most MPs are ig no rant (or feign ig no rance) of the real pur pose of
tax a tion, suf fer ing from that mal ady, which Bob Beckman, di ag -
nosed in Mar ga ret Thatcher as a: “ge nius for in ep ti tude.” 

Cer tainly, when lis ten ing to the 
likes of Tony Blair, Gordon
Brown, Alistair Dar ling, Wil liam
Hague, Mi chael Portillo, or
Charles Ken nedy, speak ing on
the sub ject, it is clear that they are
ei ther com pletely in ept or know
the truth and are pre pared to lie
with im pu nity to keep their jobs
and be im mor tal ised in the an nals
of Brit ish His tory. 

Surely, it is time to wake up to
their com plic ity in the great Brit -
ish – now global – de cep tion: that
tax a tion is not used pri mar ily to
fund pub lic works or pro vide
fund ing for the NHS. The pub lic
should be made aware that the
first call on our taxes is to pay the
in ter est on money bor rowed by
suc ces sive gov ern ments since
1694; money which could have
been cre ated, free of in ter est, by
any com pe tent Chan cel lor via the
Trea sury – by ex tend ing the use of 
the ag gre gate we now call M0.
That is cash in the form of notes
and coins or any other form of
money be it in the form of cheques 
or any re li able elec tronic for mat.
In a nut shell we are still pay ing in -
ter est on the loans to Wil liam of
Or ange.  King Billy’s £1.2 mil -
lion pound debt, to Dutch bank -
ers, was lev ied on the Brit ish peo -
ple till the Day of Judge ment at
8%. The sum has since ac cu mu -
lated to be ing in the re gion of
some £400,000,000,000. Each
year, as the sum grows, we pay
ever-increasing amounts of in ter -
est. In re cent years this has been

run ning at  around
£35,000,000,000 per an num
which would cover most of what
we spend on hous ing, ed u ca tion
and law and or der, or a size able
por tion of what we spend an nu -
ally on the NHS. Gordon Brown
boasts of hav ing just paid-off
some of King Wil liam’s Na tional
Debt but he did not cre ate the £35
or so bil lion he handed over to his
mas ters in the City of Lon don, to
whom he also handed over the last 
fi nan cial le ver held by West min -
ster, that of set ting the min i mum
rate of in ter est, he used tax pay ers
money, which could have been
put to better use in any of the cash
starved sec tors of our Pub lic Ser -
vices. This rat i fied the com pact
be tween New La bour and The
City to be al lowed into of fice on
the con di tion that they aban don
Clause 4. It came as no sur prise to
the “Con spir acy The o rists” who
knew that fol low ing John Smith’s 
and Gordon Brown’s at ten dance
at the Bilderberg meet ing, at
Baden-Baden be tween the 6th and
the 9th of June 1991, the de ci sion
to aban don Clause 4 would al low
“New La bour” to be come
“electable” as they were now no
dif fer ent to the Old To ries. The
re place ments to Thatcher and
Law son, or Thatcher and Clark,
were now alias Smith and Brown
who ush ered in what Thatcher
had failed to achieve: a land slide
for the City of Lon don, on the
backs of gen u ine La bour, and dis -
af  fected Con ser  va t ive and
Lib-Dem vot ers.  The only thing
that changed at the Gen eral Elec -
tion, which swept “New La bour”
into of fice, was a change of Day
shift to Night shift - not a change
of man age ment. The rest, as they
say, is hisTory.
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We might learn a les son from
the black lobby. Pub lic bod ies
may now have to in cor po rate a
race re la tions com mit tee, made
up of al most ex clu sively white
mem bers al beit ap pro pri ately
trained, who watch over the or -
gani sa tions equal op por tu nity
pol i cies, en sure that there is no
overt ra cial dis crim i na tion, and if
there is, find the nec es sary ex pla -
na tions and ex cuses. Race has be -
come an in dus try, but this has not
made de ci sion-making in Brit ain
any less a white mid dle-class pre -
rog a tive. Do we want the com -
mer cia li sation of Is lam?

It seems we have lost the big
pic ture. Thinking on true mi nor -
ity lines, we ei ther pro test “I am
not play ing your game” (Hizb
ut-Tahrir/Muhajiroon style) or
plead “Please let me play with
you” (Mus lim Coun cil of Brit ain
fash ion). Ei ther way, we fol low
the agenda set for us, in stead of
lead ing the way. My vi sion for
Mus lims is that they are the
avant-garde of prog ress, as they
used to be in the days of the
blessed prophet. This, how ever,
re quires that we have more con -
cern for hu man ity than for our -
selves.

We live in the midst of a so ci -
ety fast los ing its way. We know
it, and they know it. Yet, we are no 
better than the rest; we just want
to keep our own dry, and so we to -
tally miss the point: When the
gov ern ment has re-introduced
stu dent fees and made ed u ca tion
once again elit ist, will a few
state-approved Mus lim schools
make a sub stan tial dif fer ence?
When Brit ish farm an i mals are
dis ease-ridden (sus cep ti ble to in -
fec tion due to in ten sive farm ing

Missing the Agenda
Why the mes sage should be more im por tant than the votes

by Sa hib Mustaqim Bleher (pre vi ously pub lished in The Mus lim News)

So we have even tu ally learnt that New La bour is no more Mus lim-friendly than the Old Con ser va tives
were. This might be taken as a big leap in Mus lim po lit i cal aware ness, con sid er ing that we used to fol low
the work ing class party like a poo dle for de cades. At least, party pol i ti cians now see the need to woo our
ap proval with mi nor con ces sions and in vi ta tions to big events. But does it change much?

meth ods), how can we si lently
watch the mass slaugh ter of both
ill and healthy beasts and then
voice our con cern about halal
food pro vi sion in schools? Does
Mus lim par tic i pa tion on pub lic
bod ies change their re mit any
more than a few “halal” mort -
gages by Is lamic banks (at
slightly higher in ter est rates than
on the high street) change the di -
sas trous eco nomic and mon e tary
sys tem of the coun try? Does rub -
bing shoul ders with the pow er ful
take some of their power off
them, or does it sim ply make
them feel even more im por tant?

Un til we an swer these and
many sim i lar ques tions, there is
lit tle point in try ing to sell our
vote to the high est bid der. It is il -
lu sion ary to think that our votes
count when we don’t have a co -
her ent mes sage. In other words,
we are start ing from the wrong
po si tion and, there fore, can’t pos -
si bly win the race: We must tar get 
the pop u la tion with pol i cies, not
the pol i ti cians with per ceived
vot ing power. Else, we sim ply
con trib ute to their list of un kept
prom ises.

Elec tion, then, should be seen
as an op por tu nity for de bate. We
should view it as our chance to get 
our mes sage across. We should
en gage in mean ing ful di a logue
about the fu ture of our coun try.
Nor should this pro cess be re -
stricted to elec tion time. We
should have a reg u lar in volve -
ment in the af fairs of the wider
com mu ni ty.  We should be
known, and re spected, for hav ing
the cour age to raise is sues oth ers
don’t dare at a time of po lit i cal
cor rect ness. Not hav ing the priv i -
lege of be ing in a po si tion where

power cor rupts, we should be
fear less in be com ing the voice of
the peo ple. Any thing short of that
we will be fail ing both our con -
tem po rar ies and Al lah, who has
de scribed Mus lims as the best of
man kind be cause they in vite to
what is right and for bid what is
wrong, not so that they could
proudly rest on their lau rels.
Where they turn away from this
task, He has prom ised to re place
them by oth ers.

Al most ev ery where in the
world to day Mus l ims have
missed the op por tu nity to pro vide 
an al ter na tive to the “global”
agenda. As a slowly emerg ing
fac tor on the Brit ish (and Eu ro -
pean) arena, we still have this
chance. We can still dem on strate
that Is lam is more than an im -
ported cul ture. Should we fail to
grasp the net tle now, we should
not be sur prised if in ten years
time, in spite of plen ti ful Mus lim
mi nor ity rep re sen ta tion on pub lic
com mit tees, we won’t ap peal for
sup port of Mus lims in Pal es tine,
Kash mir, Chechnya, etc. any
more: Sub ju gated by the log i cal
ex ten sion of the new anti-terrorist 
laws we will only be able to pray
that some where else on the globe
peo ple will be run ning an ap peal
in aid of the op pressed Mus lims
of Brit ain.

The choice is, as al ways, our
own. We do not only have a vote
(ev ery four years), we have a duty 
to en vis age and map out our own
fu ture and that of our sur round -
ings. We are ul ti mately re spon si -
ble for our own des tiny. The key
ques tion for elec tion time and be -
yond must be: are we still peo ple
with a mes sage for all man kind.
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Not The Brains Of A Sheep
A re flec tion by Al ex an der Baron, even more poi gnant af ter the mass burn ing at the stakes of in no cent cows and sheep…

A pe ren nial fa vour ite of the “meat is mur der” lobby is the al leged bar ba rism of rit ual slaugh ter.
Jews have long been tar geted by the lu na tic fringe for the sup pos edly bar baric prac tice of
shechita; (1) in re cent years Mos lems have come in for the same sort of crit i cism, some times by
the well-meaning but gull ible, at oth ers by the big oted whose in ter est in “an i mal rights” is a
smokescreen for other things. The lat ter are eas ily re cog nised; the for mer have to be not only re -
cog nised but re futed. Af ter all, surely it can’t be hu mane to slaugh ter a harm less an i mal in a “bar -
baric” man ner, slit ting its throat while it is still con scious and al low ing the blood to run out while
the poor crea ture gasps for air, and all for the sake of a re li gious rit ual? 

Peo ple who make such ob -
ser va tions sel dom con sider the
full ramifactions of what they
are say ing. Yes, it is not “hu -
mane” to slit an an i mal’s throat 
while it is fully con scious, but
it is not “hu mane” to slit its
throat per se and eat it, or to kill
it in any other man ner ei ther.
Does any one re ally be lieve
that it is more “hu mane” to
shoot a bolt into a sheep’s
brain, or to ring a chicken’s
neck, than it is to slit a cow’s
throat? If you want your roast
beef and York shire pud ding,
that is the price you will have to 
pay. 

An i  mals do not have
“rights” in the same way that
hu man be ings have rights. As
phi los o pher Roger Scruton
points out: “Any body who
thinks about the con cept of a
right will know that an i mals
can not have rights with out also 
hav ing du ties and that this
means that it must be pos si ble
to blame them, pun ish them,
re ward them  and also hold
them guilty for their vi o la tions
of oth ers’ rights. In which case
whole spe cies, like the ea gle
and the lion, would have to be
con demned as in ex o ra ble vi o -
la tors of the right of oth ers to
life." (2)

Clearly this is ab surd. The
con cept of an i mal rights is a
fal lacy; an i mal wel fare though
is a dif fer ent is sue. The idea
that an i mals should not be bru -

tal ised un nec es sar ily, that they
should not be tor tured or
caused un nec es sary dis tress or
suf fer ing is a very dif fer ent
con cept from that of ex tend ing
them “rights”. No where in the
“Ko ran” to my lim ited knowl -
edge does it say that an i mals
should be tor tured, nor in any
other holy book save per haps
in one pub lished by some ob -
scure off shoot of Sa tan ism.

For some peo ple though
there is no sal va tion. In its May 
8, 1998 is sue the “Daily Mail”
re ported on the case of 47 year
old Mrs Stella Mar sden and her 
“res cue” of Robin the ram. Ap -
par ently she was be friended by 
this crea ture when out walk ing
her dogs. Then one day she
learned from a lo cal shep herd
that her erst while com pan ion
was “des tined for an hor rific
fate - be ing bled to death in a
tra di tional halal slaugh ter for
the Mos lem meat mar ket in
France." (3). Ter ri ble, is n’t it?
And of course Robin the ram
would have been so much hap -
pier if in stead he’d ended up on 
the “a la carte” tray at the Lon -
don “Savoy” where he could
have been de voured in a civil -
ised man ner by well-bred Eng -
lish Chris tians with roast po ta -
toes and mint sauce.

Mrs Mar sden was n’t hav ing
any of that ei ther, so she had a
whip-round at a cof fee morn -
ing and pur chased the
black-faced ram from the

farmer. Now do mi ciled in a
sta ble, Robin the ram has be -
come a fam ily pet. And his gal -
lant res cuer has had him cas -
trated into the bar gain. I’m
glad she did n’t “res cue” me! 

Notes And Ref er ences
(1) See for ex am ple “The

Legal ised Cru elty of Shechita:
The Jew ish Method of Cat -
tle-Slaughter”, by Ar nold
Leese, self-published, Guild -
ford, (1940). Leese was a dis -
tin guished vet er i nary sur geon
who be came per haps the most
no to ri ous anti-Semite this
coun try has ever pro duced. His 
writ ings are still go ing the
rounds with the lu na tic fringe
to this day.

(2)  “The Ab o l i  t ion of
Thought”, The Lan tern Lec -
ture, de liv ered by Pro fes sor
Roger Scruton, Oc to ber 24,
1995, pub lished by B.H.L.
Pub l i  ca t ions,  Lon don,
(c1995), page 4.

(3) “The ram raid ers”, pub -
lished in the “Daily Mail”,
May 8, 1998, page 24.

If you wish to
re ceive Com mon

Sense by email (in
pdf for mat) send a

mes sage to
sub scrib ers@

islamicparty.com
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THE NEW TER ROR ISM ACT:
A means to ter ror ise Mus lims

Blackburn is the con stit u ency of Home Sec re tary Jack Straw. It is a town with a size able Mus lim pop u la -
tion, and to re ward them for their sup port, Adam Patel, the key con trib u tor to the La bour Party in
Blackburn was made a mem ber of the House of Lords. The rest of Mus lims might, how ever, not be as
pleased. In spite of Lord Patel’s launch of the “Fo rum Against Islamophobia and Rac ism (FAIR)” with
Jack Straw as the Chief Guest, the home sec re tary’s re cord is could be de scribed as one of anti-Islamic
prej u dice. In Feb ru ary the new Ter ror ism Act came into force, and the list of or ga ni za tions branded as
ter ror ist which ac com pa nies the leg is la tion is al most ex clu sively made up of Mus lims. Sup porting any
al leg edly ter ror ist or ga ni za tion, if only by fund-raising or pub licly speak ing in their fa vour, could land
you with a cus to dial sen tence of up to 10 years.

In line with the me dia por -
trayal of Mus lims as fun da men -
tal ists and ter ror ists, this law
now gives the state the in stru -
ment to ar rest any body whom
they con sider un de sir able. The
leg is  la  t ion is  phrased so
open-ended that any ac tiv ity by
any body can eas ily be made to
fit the bill. Sim ply be ing ac -
quainted with some body said to
be sup port ing a pro scribed or -
gani sa tion might be suf fi cient to
war rant your ar rest. Even to ex -
press sup port for an or gani sa tion 
like Hamas by wear ing their
logo on a piece of cloth ing will
be a breach of the new leg is la -
tion. And if you do not co op er ate 
with the po lice in crack ing down 
on such a “crim i nal” in di vid ual,
that is il le gal too. Be cause ter -
ror ism is a se ri ous charge, any -
body so ac cused will in ev i ta bly
spend at least a year in prison be -
fore the case even co mes to trial.

The new leg is la tion has not
been used ex ten sively yet, but it
is there on the statue books,
ready to be used when re quired.
If the Bosnian ex pe ri ence were
en gi neered to be ig nited here in
Brit ain, this law would give the
po lice a carte blanche. Dis cus -
sion of the bill be fore it be came
law has been very lim ited. As
hardly any one con sid ers them -
selves to be ter ror ists, the ero -
sion of civil lib er ties im plied in
the law and the slip pery slope to -

wards a po lice state have been
com pletely missed by most.

It is im por tant to re mem ber
that the def i ni tion of ter ror ism is
ex tremely vague: the term is
used po lit i cally to dis credit
groups and in di vid u als seen as
det ri men tal to the aims of those
in power. As power con stel la -
tions change, the def i ni tion may
change, too. The most strik ing
ex am ple is in the Mid dle East of
to day, were both Is rael and the
Pal  es  t in ian Au thor i ty are
headed by in di vid u als once
branded ter ror ists by Brit ain:
Ariel Sharon and Yasser Arafat,
re spec tively. Both are now ac -
corded the sta tus of re spect able
states men.

Lit  t le won der then that
state-sponsored ter ror ism, like
the bomb ing of Su dan by the US
in 1998, or the starv ing to death
of hun dreds of thou sands of
chil dren in Iraq by the so-called
world com mu nity, or the op -
pres sion of in no cent peo ple in
Chechnya by Rus sia or the un -
law ful an nex ation of Kahsmir
by In dia or, in deed, the apart -
heid sys tem im posed by Is rael
on Pal es tin ians do not fall within 
the def i ni tion of ter ror ism as
seen by the new leg is la tion.

When Rechavam Ze’evi, a
min is ter in Ariel Sharon’s gov -
ern ment and for mer army ma jor
gen eral asks for all 3 mil lion
Pal es tin ians to be ex pelled from

the West Bank and Gaza, this is
not openly sup port ing ter ror ism, 
nor is Menachim Be gin’s state -
ment that Pal es tin ians are
“beasts walk ing on two legs”.
Who knows, how ever, the Bi ble
might be out lawed as a ter ror ist
train ing man ual for con tain ing
texts like these: “Woe to you
Ariel, Ariel, the city where Da -
vid set tled” warns the prophet
Isa iah “Sud denly, in an in stant,
the Lord Al mighty will come
with thun der and earth quake
and great noise, with wind storm
and tem pest and flames of a de -
vour ing fire.” [Ariel was the
orig i nal name for Je ru sa lem].

So when your can di date co -
mes round knock ing your door,
don’t bother ask ing him/her
about ob tain ing a spon sored
place in a Mus lim school or free
cir cum ci sion on the NHS. Let
them de clare tehir stance on real
is sues which must in clude for -
eign pol icy on Chechnya, Kash -
mir, Iraq, Pal es tine etc. Ask
whether they will lend their
voice to de mands to re nounce
this new ter ror ism act. Else you
might soon not have a voice
your self and – to re call the ex pe -
ri ence of Sinn Fein – any body
try ing to speak up on your be half 
might have to be quoted us ing an 
ac tor’s voiceover.
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Rape of Dul ci nea
by Is rael Shamir

This beau ti fully crafted re flec tion on the Jew ish claim to Je ru sa lem is worth re-printing (au thor’s per -
mis sion ob tained)

The touch ing words of Elie
Wiesel (Je ru sa lem  in  My  Heart, 
NYT 1/25/2001) painted a beau ti -
ful por trait  of  the  Jew ish  peo ple,
yearn ing for Je ru sa lem,  lov ing 
and  pray ing  for  it  over  the cen -
tu ries and cher ish ing its name
from gen er a tion to gen er a tion.

This po tent im age re minded
me, an Is raeli writer from  Jaffa, 
of some thing fa mil iar yet elu sive.
I fi nally made the con nec tion  by
re vis it ing  my  well-thumbed  vol -
ume  of  Don  Qui xote.  Wiesel’s
evo ca tive ar ti cle is so won der -
fully rem i nis cent of  the  im mor tal 
love of the Knight of Sad Vis age
to his belle Dul ci nea de Toboso.
Don Qui xote trav elled all over 
Spain  pro claim ing  her  name.  He 
per formed for mi da ble feats, de -
feated gi ants, who turned out to be

wind mills, brought jus tice to
the op pressed, and so much more
for the sake of his be loved. When
he de cided  that  his  achieve ments 
made him wor thy, he sent his
arms bearer, Sancho  Panza,  to 
his Dame with a mes sage of ad o -
ra tion.

Now I find my self in the some -
what em bar rass ing po si tion of
Sancho Panza. I have to in form
my mas ter, Don Wiesel Qui xote, 
that  his Dul ci nea is well. She is
hap pily mar ried, has a  bunch  of 
kids, and she is quite busy with
laun dry  and  other  do mes tic 
chores. While he fought brig ands
and re stored  gov er nors,  some -
body  else took care of his be -
loved, fed her, pro vided her with 
food,  made love to her, made her
a mother and grand mother. Do
not rush, dear knight, to Toboso,
or it would break your heart.

Elie, the Je ru sa lem that you
write of so mov ingly is not now 
and never has  been  des o late.  She  
has  lived  hap pily  across  the cen -
tu ries in the em brace of an other
peo ple, the  Pal es tin ians  of Je ru -
sa lem, who have taken good care

of her.  They  made  her  the beau -
ti ful city she is, adorned her with a  
mag nif i cent  piece  of jew elry, the
Golden Dome of  Al  Haram  Al 
Sharif,  built  their houses with
pointed arches and wide porches
and planted cy presses and palm
trees.

They do not mind if the
knight-errant vis its their  be loved 
city on his way from New York to
Saragosa. But be rea son able, old
man. Stay within the frame of the 
story  and  within  the  bounds  of
com mon de cency. Don Qui xote
did not drive on his jeep into
Toboso to rape his old flame. OK,
you loved her, and thought about 
her, but it does not give you the
right to kill her chil dren, bull doze
her rose gar den and put your boots 
on her din ing room ta ble.  All
your words just prove that you
con fuse your de sires with re al ity.

If you must con tinue to ask
why the Pal es tin ians want  Je ru sa -
lem? Be cause she be longs to
them, be cause they live there  and 
it  is their home town. Granted,
you dreamed about  her  in  your 
re mote Transylvania. So did
many peo ple around  the  world. 
She  is  so won der ful and cer tainly 
worth dream ing about.

Elie, many peo ple have adored
this city across the ages.  Swed ish
farm ers left their vil lages and
moved there to build  the  lovely
Amer i can Col ony to gether with
the  Vesters,  a  de vout  Chris tian
fam ily from Chi cago. You can
read about it in the works of 
Selma Lagerlof, an other No bel
Prize win ner. On the slopes of the 
Mount of  Ol ives,  the  Rus sians 
built  the  dainty  church  of   Mary

Mag da lene. Ethi o pi ans erected 
their Res ur rec tion  mon as tery 
amid the ru ins left by the Cru -
saders. The Brit ish  died  for  her 
and left as their ar chi tec tural leg -
acy the St George Ca the dral and
St An drew’s. The Ger mans built

the lovely Ger man Col ony  and 
nursed the city’s sick in  the 
Schneller  Hos pi tal.  My  de vout 
great-grandfather moved into the
pro tec tion of her thick walls in
1870s from a Lith u a nian Jew ish
vil lage and threw  his  lot  with 
the hos pi ta ble Jerusalemites. He
found his eter nal rest un til the day 
of Res ur rec tion on the slopes of
Mount of Ol ives.  None  of  them
thought to rape  their  Dul ci nea. 
They  just  left  bou quets  of ar chi -
tec tural flow ers as tes ta ment of
their ad o ra tion.

Those who love Je ru sa lem are
le gion. It is dis in gen u ous  of  Elie
Wiesel to re duce the strug gle for
this  city  as  a  tug  of  war be -
tween Mus lims and Jews. It is a
ques tion of  cov et ing  prop erty
ver sus hav ing the deed of own er -
ship. The res o lu tion of this  case
should be based on the 10th com -
mand ment, ob served by our fa -
thers. They knew that  ven er a tion  
does  not  amount  to  the  right  of
own er ship. Mil lions of Prot es -
tants  ven er ate  the  Cath o -
lic-owned Geth sema ne Gar den,
but it does not trans fer the gar den
into their hands. Mil lions of
Cath o lics visit the Tomb of
Mary, but it still be longs to the
East ern Church. For gen er a tions,
the Mus lims  have come to kneel
at the birth place of Je sus in  Beth -
le hem,  but  the church re mains
Chris tian for ever.

What wa ter did to Grem lins in 
Spielberg’s  mov ies,  Zi on ism 
has in flicted on the jolly Jew ish
folk of East ern Eu rope.  It  caused 
them to carry  out  the  eth nic 
clear ing  of  Gentiles  in  West Je -
ru sa lem, to  con vert  Schneller 
hos pi tal  and  church  into  a mil i -
tary base and to build a Hol i day
Inn on top of the  ven er ated shrine 
of Sheik Bader. The Is raeli State
for bids  the  Chris tians of Beth le -
hem to pray in the Holy Sep ul -
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Jerusalem

cher and bans Mus lims be low the
age of 40 from at tend ing Fri day
prayers at  Al  Aqsa  mosque.
These changes of the city by the
Is raeli gov ern ment amount to her
rape.

In or der to jus tify this rape, 
you  in voke  the  names  of  King
Sol o mon and Jer e miah, quote the
Ko ran and the Bi ble. Let me  tell
you a Jew ish Hassidic tale, one
you  might  have  heard  in  your
child hood. A Jew ish mid rash, a
leg end, men tions that Abra ham 
had a daugh ter. A sim ple-minded
Hassid asked his Rabbi,  why 
Abra ham did not wed his daugh -
ter and his son Isaac. The  Rabbi 
re sponded that Abra ham did not
want to marry a  real  son  to  a  leg -
end ary daugh ter.

The leg ends are the stuff  the 
dreams  are  made  of.  Some  are
charm ing, some are hor ri ble, and
none is valid as a deed  to  the land
or as a po lit i cal plat form. Elie,
you  cer tainly  would  not like to
lose your pri vate home in  New 
York  be cause  of  a  few verses
writ ten in  the  Book  of  Mor mon. 
This  game  is  rather ir rel e vant,
but I will play one  more  round 
with  you  for  the en ter tain ment of 
the crowd. As ev ery ar chae ol o gist 
will tell you, King Sol o mon and
his  tem ple  be long  to  the  fan tasy  
realm  of Abra ham’s daugh ter.
More over, and not that it  mat ters,  
but  the name of Je ru sa lem is not
men tioned even once in the  Jew -
ish  Holy Book, the To rah.

Elie, you want to play some
more games? I’ll tell you  more. 
The Jews are not even men tioned
in the Jew ish Bi ble. Get  that  thick 
book off of your shelf and  check 
it.  None  of  the  great  and leg end -
ary men you named, from King
Da vid to  the  proph ets,  were
called ‘the Jews’. This ethnonym
ap pears the first and only  time in
the Bi ble in the Per sian  story  of 
the  very  late  Book  of Es ther.
The self-identification of the Jews 
with  the  tribes  of Is rael and with
the heroes of the Bi ble is as valid
as the  story of Rome be ing

founded by the Tro jan prince
Aeneas. If the  mod ern Turks,
who  call  them selves  ‘the  de -
scen dants  of  Troy’  would con -
quer  Rome,  dy na mite
Borromini’s ba roque mas ter -
pieces and ex pel her in hab it ants
in or der to re-establish the  leg acy  
of  Aeneas, they would just be re -
peat ing the folly of the Zi on ists.

Our an ces tors, the hum ble 
East  Eu ro pean  folk  of  Yids, 
whose lan guage was Yid dish, had 
a tra di tion of adorn ing them selves 
with the im pres sive he ral dic lions
of Bib li cal heroes. Their claim  of
de scent from these leg ends was as 
valid as the claims  of  Thomas
Hardy’s am bi tious farmer girl
Tess. But event the fic tional  Tess
did not con spire to evict the lords
from their cas tle  and  claim the
manor for her self.

Once, walk ing with the Chris -
tian pil grims to the great Church 
of the Holy Sep ul cher, I was
stopped by a Hassidic Jew. He  in -
quired whether my com pan ions
were Jews, and, re ceiv ing a neg a -
tive re ply, ex claimed in amaze -
ment: “What are these Goyyim
(Gentiles) look ing for in the holy
city?” He had never heard of the
Pas sion of Je sus Christ, whose
name he used as a swear word. I

am  equally  amazed that a Jew ish
pro fes sor from Boston Uni ver sity 
is as ig no rant  as the sim -
ple-minded Hassidic Jew. Je ru sa -
lem is holy to bil lions  of be liev -
ers: Cath o lic, Protestant, and 
East ern  Chris tians,  Sunni and
Shiaa Mus lims, to thou sands of
Hassidic and Sephardic  Jews.
Still, as a city, Je ru sa lem is not
dif fer ent from  any  place  in the
world; she be longs to her cit i zens.

Twenty more years of Zi on ist
con trol of this an cient  city  would
turn her into just an other Mil wau -
kee and for ever ruin her  charm.
Je ru sa lem needs to be re stored to 
its  in hab it ants.  The  seized prop -
er ties in Talbieh and Lifta,
Katamon  and  Malcha  should  be
re turned to their own ers. Pro fes -
sor Wiesel, re spect  the  Gen tile
prop erty rights as you would like
Gentiles to re spect your  right to
your lovely house. The holy sites
of Je ru sa lem  are  reg u lated by the
150 years old  in ter na tional  stat -
ute  (Sta tus  Quo)  that should not
be tam pered with. Last at tempt to
touch it caused  the siege of
Sevastopol and  the  charge  of  the  
light  bri gade  at Ba la clava. Next
at tempt could cause the nu clear
war.

con tin ued on page 8, col. 1

To vote or not to vote
by Sa hib Mustaqim Bleher (pre vi ously pub lished in Q-News)

Florida now stands for a re cent
ex am ple to dem on strate that de -
moc racy is not what it pre tends to
be: the rule of the peo ple. Ev ery -
body has a vote, but not ev ery -
body’s vote counts. More over,
even if all votes are counted, the
re sult does not make much of a
dif fer ence. Faces change, pol i cies 
go on. A new ad min is tra tion sim -
ply means a change of shift whilst
the man age ment re mains the
same. Brit ish de moc racy is n’t any 
dif fer ent in this re spect. The New
La bour gov ern ment has been able 
to push through mea sures the
Con ser va tives could never have
dreamt of get ting away with.
Like, for ex am ple the new ar bi -
trary pow ers granted for the ar rest
of per sons and con fis ca tion of

their prop erty on the mere sus pi -
cion that they sup port a “ter ror ist” 
cause. Or the ab o li tion of the right 
to trial by jury. And, just as their
pre de ces sors, they ex cel at find -
ing new ways of tax a tion to bring
in the har vest for pri vate banks
un der writ ing the na tional debt.
The added bur den and worry for
or di nary peo ple also helps in -
crease their po lit i cal ap a thy and
cyn i cism.

So what should Mus lims do?
With draw, par tic i pate, in fil trate?
The dis cus sion goes on for ever.
There is the idea that we could run 
a sep a rate sys tem par al lel to the
dom i nate one, Mus lim Par lia -
ment style, for ex am ple. It is as
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To vote or not to vote

just needs to form a com mit tee
and grant us a few seats. We will
fight tooth and nail amongst each
other to oc cupy them. The
so-called nom i nat ing au thor ity
for prison vis it ing min is ters was a
fairly re cent case of the scram -
bling of Mus lim or gani sa tions
and in di vid u als to put them selves
for ward as rep re sent ing Is lam and 
Mus lims. The prom ise of, al beit
mea gre, fund ing will in ten sify the 
com pe ti tion. The Mus lim con stit -
u ents, rep re sented vo cif er ously
by so many peo ple they don’t
even know, hardly ever see a
penny of it to im prove their lot.

The Is lamic Party of Brit ain
has in the past been ac cused by
both camps. On the one hand, we
are said to be com pro mis ing by
tak ing part in the elec toral sys tem. 
On the other, we are said to be
wast ing our chances by stay ing
out side the main stream arena of
pol i tics. The truth is, we do nei -
ther. We have a prin ci pled ap -
proach. We feel that the in teg rity
of Is lam de mands of us Mus lims
liv ing in the West to con cern our -
selves with the wel fare of the
whole of the so ci ety in which we
live and on which we de pend.
Mus lim par tic i pa tion in pol i tics,
there fore, must put for ward
mean ing ful al ter na tives which are 
vi a ble for so ci ety at large, Mus -
lims and non-Muslims alike, and
im prove the sit u a tion of both. It is
the old task of Dawah by ap pro -
pri at ing peo ple’s con cerns and

show ing them a way out of the di -
sas trous con se quences of abid ing
with a sys tem built on false hood,
op pres sion and ig no rance. For
this rea son, we have con cen trated
on the dam ag ing ef fects of the in -
ter est-base fi nan cial sys tem bind -
ing ev ery body, world-wide, in its
yoke, caus ing suf fer ing, waste,
star va tion and wars. Brit ish Mus -
lims have a re spon si bil ity to wards 
their third world broth ers and sis -
ters en slaved by a new, Zi on ist
led, fi nan cial co lo nial ism as well
as  a  duty to l ib  er  a te  their
non-Muslim com pa tri ots from
con tin u ously serv ing the greed of
bank ers ex ploit ing the re sources
of the world in their quest for to tal
con trol. Elec tion cam paigns are
one way of con vey ing this mes -
sage, but they are not the only one.

Our call is for Mus lims to
re-examine their own sta tus and
ac tiv i ties with re gard to whether
we are serv ing Al lah and the
larger cause of hu man ity, or
whether we are sim ply try ing to
feather our own nest or sat isfy our
own de sires of self-importance on 
the back of Mus lim is sues. Once
we have made up our mind on
that, we just need to be con sis tent,
elec tion or no elec tion. The re -
main der is a mat ter of strat egy, on
which we may dif fer, and unity of
in tent (brought about by tol er ance 
and con sul ta tion, not con trol),
with out which we shall not suc -
ceed.

ex cit ing as the il lu sion in the head
of the lit tle child whom the cap -
tain of a large ship lets hold the
steer ing wheel for a few mo ments
and he imag ines he is solely re -
spon si ble for the voy age of the
ves sel through the sea. It is ide al -
is tic and il lu sion ary, but cer tainly
not ma ture. Nei ther is the fa nat i -
cal “ev ery thing is haram un til we
have a ca liph” ap proach of
Hizb-ut-Tahrir or Al-Muhajirun.
On the other side of the spec trum
are those who, like the Mus lim
Coun cil of Brit ain, at tempt to get
con ces sions by flirt ing with the
pow er ful. But are two, three Mus -
lim schools and a rec og ni tion of
Eid as a pub lic hol i day go ing to
make a sub stan tial dif fer ence to
the lives of two to three mil lion
Mus lims in Brit ain? Are they go -
ing to make them feel less in se -
cure eco nom i cally, so cially and
vis-à-vis ris ing lev els of prej u dice 
and rac ism? And what about the
rest of the pop u la tion? Do we
have no re spon si bil ity to wards
them what so ever?

Power cor rupts, it is said, and
ab so lute power cor rupts ab so -
lutely. Yet, look ing at Mus lims in
Brit ain, it seems, we are so cor -
rupt ible that even the dream of
power will do. If the gov ern ment
of the day wants to neu tral ise us
and any po ten tial op po si tion, it
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